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Deuteronomy 6:4,5
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1 Timothy 4:13

If I were the devil (please, no comment), one of my first aims would be to stop folk from digging into the Bible. Knowing that it is the Word of God, teaching men to know and love and serve the God of the Word, I should do all I could to surround it with the spiritual equivalent of pits, blackberry thorn hedges, and man traps, to frighten people off. I would try to distract all preachers from teaching the Bible and to spread the feeling that this ancient book is a burdensome extra, which modern Christians can forgo without loss. I would publish doubts about the truth and relevance and good sense and straightforwardness of the Bible. If any should persist in reading it I would lure them into thinking that the benefit to be had is in the tranquil feelings experienced rather than in noting what

Scripture actually says. At all cost I should want to keep them from using their minds in a disciplined way to get the measure of its message. Were I the devil, taking stock today, I think I might be pleased at the progress I had made.

Knowledge of the Word of God along with prayer and fellowship are the critical pursuits of Christians that would stand firmly anchored and be able to live in God’s strength.

The Bible itself has much to say about the importance of studying the Bible. Look with me at several passages.

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one, Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along that road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door frames of your houses and on your gates.”

The first part of this passage was to call an assembly of people to worship. Our highest calling is to love God with all that we are. Immediately following this call to worship is an admonition. It is simply this: The word of God is to be taught in a variety of ways and at various times of the day in the home so that the command to put God first will rest on a foundation of an understanding of what God has done in the past, is doing now, and will do in the future.

The Word of God is to be taught so diligently that it penetrates the heart. Repeated discussion is the order of the day, every day. The call to bind it on the hand, the forehead, the doorpost and gate makes it clear that the Word of God is to be heard and seen wherever one looks and while going about life.

Why the big deal about all this exposure at home? Don’t I go to church and take my children with me to Sunday school each week? I even get the kids to AWANA and youth meetings each week.

The reason is the same today as it was 3500 years ago. There is so much influence from the world around us, that would draw us away from following God, that it takes a continual exposure to God’s Word to stand against the daily onslaught of a compromising philosophy. The problem is not that the message of God’s truth is less attractive than the message of the world—if you believe it is you have bought the advertising campaign Satan carries out so well. The problem is that we don’t purchase airtime for God’s campaign. We allow every other influence to have access to our homes and to be impressed on our children’s thinking, that God’s Word goes unheard. Be honest with me—how much time daily does God’s truth get proclaimed in any form in your home on a weekly basis? Not what is heard here when the Church gathers, just what is heard in your home. A little frightful isn’t it.

Turn now to the New Testament, to Paul’s letters of advice to a young man seeking to minister appropriately. Timothy is the young man of whom I speak. It is interesting that Paul can say to Timothy, “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.” Timothy had grown up in a home saturated with God’s promises and challenged to see himself as one that God would use for the benefit of the world.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know from whom you have learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

Note several things about Paul’s charge to Timothy.

“Continue in the things you have learned.” The emphasis at the very start of Paul’s charge is on continuity. Exposure to Scripture is not to be “once-for-all” or “a couple of times a week.” It is to be a continual building on a good foundation already laid—first the foundation of an understanding of Christ’s work on our behalf and then on a growing understanding.

One of the reasons that young people fall away from Jesus is that their understanding of God has failed to grow along with their understanding of the world in which they live. Their God becomes too small, because of lack of exposure, to claim a spot in their desire to live life to its fullest. Continuity is necessary for a sound basis and for a growing worldview. “ . . . you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation. . . ” 

The Word of God gives wisdom. This wisdom is not a “worldly-wise” cleverness, but a wisdom that has to do with the practical matter of living a life that is pleasing to God. Knowledge is necessary if wisdom is to be gained. One can have knowledge without having wisdom, but one cannot have wisdom without knowledge. A person without knowledge is ignorant and is deemed a fool. In biblical terms foolishness is a moral matter and receives the judgment of God. In the same respect wisdom is also a moral issue because it equips the favorite part of God’s creation to live as he intended.

“ . . . you know from whom you have learned it . . . ” Learning takes place at a number of levels.  In home (grandmother & mother) but also as led by the Holy Spirit. Paul doesn’t assume that there will be a hunger in the heart of children to be drawn to Scripture; he says Timothy is a product of his heritage and of the inspired leading of the Spirit. “All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching.” How many of us have filled our homes with aids of learning for our children or for ourselves at great cost. We devote a large portion of our resources for this as a family because learning is part of what it means to be a Parker. Do we invest in things that put God’s Word on the doorposts, at the gate, and on our forehead like we invest in the teaching of other information?

All too often I get the impression that Christians say in their hearts, “Why do I need to study the Bible or to study doctrine when all I need to know is Jesus?” I believe there is no way we can avoid being theologians. The question is whether we will be a good theologian or a poor one. We are constantly called to weigh our faith in relation to what we know this is theology. Does your theology offer answers or are you left to be tossed one way and then the other by the waves of opinion? 

“ . . . so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” The Christian who is not diligently involved in a serious exposure to Scripture is simply inadequate as a disciple of Christ. We cannot learn competency by osmosis. The biblically illiterate Christian is not only inadequate but is also unequipped. It seems there are a bundle of books with the word “sensuous” in the title. The S. Woman, The S. Man, The S. Couple, The S. Divorce, ad sensuous and many have become bestsellers. 

Why not write one called The S. Christian?

What is a sensuous Christian? The sensuous Christian is one who lives by his/her feelings rather than through an understanding of the Word of God. The sensuous Christian is a person that cannot be moved to service, prayer, or study of God’s Word unless he feels like it. There is a constant search for new and fresh spiritual experiences and these become the Word of God to them. One suspects that this person equates “childlike faith” with ignorance. More emphasis is placed on experiencing God than knowing him. This Christian is not stable and is easily discouraged.

Within the last month a Japanese official got himself in a lot of hot water by stating that American workers have a poor work ethic—in short, they are lazy. Americans screamed—some justifiably, others not. I am going to risk the hot water this morning and suggest that the state of the Church is what it is today because of the laziness of Christians. We fail in our duty to study God’s Word not so much because it is difficult or that it is dull and boring, but because we are lazy. 

If you have read the whole Bible you are in a small minority of people. Now, understand that reading the whole Bible does not give one “Super Christian” status but it does open new doors of understanding and will bring us into wisdom.

With one more Scripture I will close. Turn with me to 1 Timothy 4:11-13 These are Paul’s words to Timothy regarding the role of the pastor. These are words to me. It is these words that gave an opening for this message this morning.
“Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and teaching.”

Note specifically the 13th verse. If there is any logic at all in what Paul is saying it is this:

Don’t spend all your time on teaching and preaching, be sure the people you are called to, are hearing or reading God’s word. Preaching and teaching have no foundation on which to rest if there is not a hearing of God’s Word.

In the first century there were not a lot of copies of Scripture lying around. This meant that “reading Scripture” meant that a group of people would gather and someone would read the Scripture to them. This was apart from the preaching event. It was a time to build a foundation on which the truths presented in preaching and teaching could rest.

Would it be safe to suggest that today I am issuing a challenge to us? Note my use of “us.” which includes me. Begin this day the process of putting God’s Word on your forehead, on the doorpost, and at the gate of your homes. How? Well, you can begin to read daily. You can begin to read visibly so your children see your commitment to God’s truth. You can also listen to God’s Word as someone else reads.  Here is the commercial. I don’t want you to see me as an encyclopedia salesman but I want to offer you a way the reading of Scripture can happen in your home to benefit all.

Listen with me to Revelation 22:12-21.
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