Sermon Sample #1

“You’ve Got The Time”

Sermon on Faith Comes By Hearing.

Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”

Hebrews 11:6 teaches, “ But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

Definition: What does the Scripture mean by faith? There are six kinds or expressions of faith found in the Scriptures.

1. Jude 3 refers to the content of Christian belief, doctrinal faith called “the faith”.

2. Acts 16:31 refers to saving faith in trusting Christ and Him alone for salvation.

3. Gen. 15:6 refers to justifying faith, the believers reliance on the fact that God has declared him righteous.

4. Gal. 2:20 refers to indwelling faith - trusting God’s Word in and through us.

5. II Cor. 5:7 refers to daily faith - that day by day dependence on God which is part of the sanctification process.

6. Heb. 11:1-3 refers to the gift of faith - a special ability of faith, resulting in a vision of what God can do, faith that is the means by which we can achieve that vision, and the power with God to get answers to prayer.

I. O.T. Story of Josiah, King of Judah (II Chr. 34)

A. There were stages of reform in the Josiah revival...

1. 34:3 “...began to seek the God of David his (grandfather) father”.

2. 34:3-7 purged Judah of idolatrous objects.

3. 34:8 repaired the house of God.

B. What caused a young boy to make these changes?

1. The answer is found in Josiah’s desire to know the God of David (34:2).

2. Josiah found a book that brought revival to his nation (34:14).

3. Josiah had a time of genuine repentance for himself and his nation (34:19).

a. The entrance of God’s Word gives correction and guidance to a man (Ps. 119:9-11, 129-136).

b. Josiah found he loved the Word of God. He even shared it with his friends (34:29-30), “...he read in their ears...”

4. God intended for His people to “Hear” the Word regularly.

a. Hearing is referred to 1230 times while reading is referred to only 76 times and most of those references are related to reading aloud for others to hear.

III. How about you? Do you have a love for God’s Word as Josiah did?

A. Where are you in your relation with God through faith?

1. Would you like to have more faith?

2. Maybe you need saving faith? Acts 16:31

3. Perhaps you need daily faith? II Cor. 5:7 “For we walk by faith not by sight.”

B. How can you have more faith? Rom. 10:17  - (OPTION) Show the “You’ve Got The Time” Video (6:40) here or in closing.

1. Most people would appreciate a fresh new touch from God, like Josiah.

2. I’m going to challenge you today to listen to God’s Word 28 min. a day for 40 days.

C. Anyone can take the time….

1. How many of you watch at least 28 minutes of TV a day?

2. How many of you drive or commute 28 minutes or more a day?

3. How many of you listen to music while getting ready for work?

D. How many of you have an MP3 player, an iPod or a computer?

1. The #1 most requested gift for Christmas in 2005 was an iPod. 

2. The #1 most requested option on new cars today is an MP3 Compatible CD player.

3. One can be purchased at any local discount store or on the Internet.

4. 85% of Adults in America have a computer.

a. Recent articles and studies show that the average American spends 2 ½ hours a day in the car. If you listened to the Bible for 28 minutes of this time a day, you would go through the New Testament every 40 days.

E. What about us who do not commute to work? I’m glad you asked!

1. How many of you dress every morning?

2. How about preparing for bed at night?

3. How about eating lunch...30 minutes?

Conclusion: 

1. Play the “You’ve Got the Time” Video (6:40) 

2. Distribute the free MP3 CDs
3. Challenge to listen through the entire New Testament in 40 days.
