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Do you have the time?

Citywide campaﬁlgn challenges people to
fisten to excerpts of the Bible for 40 days.

By ParrICcK DUxs
For tie Juwrmal

in West Community

Chureh pastor Don

“Bchlichte hopes you'll

make the Bible 2 daily
part of vour lifa,

If you peed a litthe reminder
or encouragement, there are
at least six other West Side
churches presenting a similar
measage and 142 total in the
Albuquerque netra area — all
supported by a citywide cam-
paign with billboards, 2 Web
site; radio advertizsing and
Television cormmercials featur-
ing local pastors.

The united emphasiz is all
part of 4 Yearlotg program
called “¥You've Got the Time
Albuquerque,” lsunched by
Faith Comnes By Hearing, an
Albuquerque-bazed rinistrr
that produces and distributes
audio Bibles internationaily.

“Bazncally, "You've Got the
Timea' makes it sitple and
easy for anyuone in our city to

engage in and know the Bibte,”

gaid Troy Carl, spokesmun for
Faith Comes by Hearing.

{Carf said the idea for the
campaign was sparked by sta-
Histics showing a steady
decrease in Bible literacy bath
in the churched and
unehurched.

According to Carl, "You've
ot the Time" was funded
entirely by local business and
chuteh leaders and will serve
Bs & pilot for funire campaieris
planned io the top 25 metro
areas nationally.

A focal point of “You've Got
the Time" iz a Bible listening
program, rather than mradi-
tiznal Bible reading.

"We are challenging peopls
to listen ta the New Testament
28 minutes each day, far 40
days,” Car] said.

To facilitate this, the min-

iatry is giving awey free audic
New Testaments in MP3 for-
mat on their Wab siie,
www.Iaithcomesbyhearing.co
m. The Bibles can be down-
lpaded to individual camput-
ers, burned to CD or loaded
onte portable MP3 players.
Multiple languages are avail-
able, aleng with a l:h]ldl"EI‘.l &
version.

“With the MP2 mrsmnsf pel-
ple car listen at their cornput-

er, while driving, during fami-

Iy dinner time, jogging —it's
reaily up to tie famili=s and
individuals,” 3chlichte said. I
think this will reallv help ger
peaple to listen and consider
the Bible, plus it's very rele-
vant to var culture,”™

Local partlcipation

Churches ithe Rio West will
give away andio Mew Testa-
nenis on special dates
thrgughout the year and
launch a 40-day listening chal-
lenige within their owt congte.
gation. Carl said distribution
days melude Easter, Lent,
Mother's Day and Father's
Day and Christmas,

Those churches that hegan
the program in January are
Tegacy Church, Family Wor-
ship Cetiter, Rin West Commu-
nity Church, Praise & Worship
Canter, Pilpritm Reat Mission-
ary Baptist Church, Covenant
Life Cotmmunity Chareh and
Our Savier Lutheran Charch,

acearding to information from _

Faith Comes by Hearing.,

Churehes that have pagici-
pated in the past are First-
Baptlst of West Albuguergue,
Our Lady of the Most Haly
Rozary, Rio Ranche Seventh
Day Adventist Church, and
Rio Rancho United Methodist
Church.

According to Car], 22
denominativos across Albu-

querigie are participatng in
“You've Got the Time,"

“This campaign isn't badt
arcund a particular proup or
personality, it's just the Bible
— zomething we can all agrea
that we all need ™ Carl said.
"5340 we've been able (o bring
churches from all denoming-
tiong to witlfolly and joyfully
participare.”

Schlichte said he firat heard
shout “You've (ot the Time"
tbrough Ric West membars
who work for Faith Comes by
Hearing, Ples lase Fall he invil-
ed Morgan Jackson, the min-
wsiry’s international director 1o
speak at the church. The pre-
sentation included the impact
Bible kistening has made on a
Zlobal seale,

“We were more than willing
to participate after seaing
what it has done in other ¢ul-
mres,” Schlichte said.

While churches are belping
to carty out the program, Carl
hiopes lecal congregaiions will
dlan benafit.

"“The chorches are going o
ba the thrust of the campaign,
but we-al3o designed “You've
zot the Time' to strengthen
the chureh," Carl said, “Wa're
haping it will impact the com-
minity in general, touching
peaple in their personal life
and legding them ta a local
f:hur::h where they will plug
1.'1..” 5

Schlichte said Rio West's 30+
day challenge kicks off this
Sunday, trut he spent the last
four weeks preparing his con-
pregation through special ser-
mond, while helping some
members get up to speed tech
nologically.

"We want everybody to par-
ticipate — we're shooting for
100 percent,” Sehlichte said, *1
now people are thinking
about it and some have
jumpead the gun and are
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CEAN HANIONAIGLIRMNAL

Den Schilchte, senlor pastor of Rio West Gnmmunltjr Church In Rip Rancha, la supporting a city-
wide campaign to make the Biba a part of paople’s dally Iife.

already listening "

Schlichte is using the
“¥ou've {xot the Time" pro-
gram a3 a springboard for an
additicnal challange to his con-
gregatich — an honest period
of self-evaluation.

“We want everyone ta lnnk
at thetm3elves and ses what
thev cah do in 2008 to rnake a
difference in their life or
somemme else's," Schiichte
said. “We want to encourage
them. Maybe something ia
halding them back gr slowing
them dovrn, Muybe it's some- -
thing they need to change wnth
their time with God, their fam-
ily, diet and exercise, finances
— there will ba six or seven
mAjor ateas we'll po thivgh
that are grea! to evaluate pnre
n awhﬂ&

A g’inhal scale

Bevond impacting individu-
als and congregations, a thomd
goal of “You've Got the Time™
13 to fund the production and
distribution of audio Ribles on
a global acale, Aa part of the
progran, perticipating
churches will conduct a spe-
cial offering fur Faith Comes

by Hearing's internationat pro-

If you go |

WHAT: Rig Wast Jommus
“nity Church

WHEN: Sunday acrvices
at9and 1L am.

WHERE: £751 Pasilla Rd.
ME. Rin Ranchg

INFORMATION:
wiw Ticawast org, 7710284

Other
Informationai
sltes

n Faith Cormes By Haanng
Web Sie:
fanthcamesbyhearing.Som
r Site for Bible downloads;

http: /A Taithcomeshy:
hearlng.com /Yt abg

grams, which Carl said
cnables poor and illiterate peo-
ple in other countries to hear
the Birle in theit awn lan-
puage. He said the mintsry
has worked in more than 70
conntries.

“The offerings raised allow

ug o distribuke sudio Bibles
wiarhdwide, so churches also
end up mpaching not only
their wn congregation and
community, but they are part
of spreading the Gospel across
the world," Carl aaid.

According to Carl, Bible lia-
tening programs have been
promoted through Faith
Comes by Hearing in the past,
A pews release from that orga-
pization stated 55, (E00 churches
have participated m one — but
this is the first tipe an inita-
tive nas been launchedon a
ciywide basis anywhere
agcoipaniad by major adver-
tising dupport, which has Carl
expectng exciting results
from churches and individo-
als, and hoping for even bg-
gar results,

“5tatistics prove — wheather
vou believe the Bible or not,
(or) aven if you know the sto-
ries in it — it affecta the way
You live your life throngh even
basic principles like ‘Don't Lle.
don't cheat and don't steal,” ™
Cark said. “We can change our
gity and our nation if peaple
juat kow the Bible — and we
want io make the Scripure
available — for free”



